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I t  was a wonder fu l  t r ip ,  s tar t ing of f  in  Bangkok wi th  i ts
Buddhis t  temples,  chaot ic  t ra f f ic ,  hundreds of  b ikes weaving in
and out ,  not  a  helmgt  in  s ight ,  o f ten carry lng three or  four
family members. A day tr ip to the River Kwai was very memorabl-e
Ieav ing on the bus at  8 .00 am in peak hour  t ra f f ic  to  meet  the
train which took us over the bridgq on the River Kwai to
Kanchanaburi on a very r ickety wooden train tracks at 5-L0 kms
per  hour .  I t  was aI I  so d i f ferent  f rom the hel l  i t  must  have
been during World War II ,  the war cemetery and the museum were so
we l l  ca red  fo r .

From Bangkok we travelled via Rome to Amman, the capital of
Jordan,  then onto Petra to  see the ancient  ru ins that  are s t i l l
being excavated today. Then onto Akabar to catch the Ferry to
Nuiewba, Egypt, where we stayed overnight before heading to Mt.
Sinai .  Next  morn ing at  2 .30 am, about  ha l f  o f  the crowd headed
via camels to the top of the mountain to see the most magnif icent
sunr ise ever .  The less hardy souls  headed for  the monastery of
St .  Cather ines -  the o ldest  bu i ld ing in  the wor ld  accord ing to
repute.

Our next  s top was El ia t  in  Israel  which ls  very s imi lar  to  the
GoId Coast ! !  The next day we drove to the Kibbutz on the banks
of  the Sea of  Gal l i l lee,  ca l l ing in  at  Masada on the Dead Sea,
where we al l  visited the ancient Roman ruins on the top of the
mountain. A quick stop was at the River Jordan where we al l
renewed our Baptismal Vows.

We stayed on the Kibbutz at Ginosar two days and visited al l  the
surrounding holy  p laces.  Fr  Peter  sa id Mass on the Mt .  o f
Beat i tudes,  the house of  St .  Peter ,  and on the shores of  the Sea
of  Gal l i l lee where the Mirac le of  the loaves and f ishes took
p lace .  We a l so  had  a  t r i p  on  the  Sea  o f  Ga l l i l l ee  l n  a  boa t
s i rn i lar  to  those of  Our  tord 's  t ime and watched the f isherman
using the same type of nets.

From GaI l i l lee we t ravel led to  Jerasalem cal l ing in to Jer icho,
Nazareth,  Beth lehem, Caesar ia  on the Medi ter ranean on the way.
We spent  three days in  Jerusalem v is i t ing a l l  the HoIy p laces
v ia Garden of  Gethsauani ,  the Mount  of  Ol ives,  the Holocaust
Muser :n,  the Wai l lng WaLl  and many other  Bib l ica l  s ights .

We left Israel and arrived ln Rome staying only overnight with
a shor t  v is i t  to  St .  Peters and the Viat ican the next  morn ing
before heading of f  to  F lorence,  Padua,  Sienna and Venice.  Our
t r ip  to  Ass iss i  was abor ted because of  the ear thquake.  The four
days in  Nor thern l ta ly  was cer ta in ly  not  long enough to see a l l
t he  h i s to r i ca l  s i gh ts .


